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CONFIDENTIAL PEKING 188 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CH, UR 

SUBJECT: APPARENT PROVOCATION ATTEMPT AGAINST SOVIET AMBASSADOR 

1. SOVIET AMBASSADOR TOLSTIKOV RECENTLY WAS INVOLVED IN 

MINOR ACCIDENT WHICH TOLSTIKOV (IN COVERSATION WITH NEW ZEALAND 
AMBASSADOR HARLAND) DESCRIBED AS DELIBERATE CHINESE PROVOCATION. 
AS HIS CAR WAS COMING OUT OF SOVIET EMBASSY ON ANTI-REVISIONIST 
STREET A CHINESE ALLEGEDLY THREW HIMSELF IN FRONT OF 
TOLSTIKOV'S CAR. THE DRIVER SLAMMED ON BRAKES AND MAN WAS 
ONLY KNOCKED DOWN, SUFFERING MINOR HEAD CUT. TOLSTIKOV LEFT THE 
SCENE IMMEDIATELY. ACCORDING TO ONE VERSION, WHEN MAN GOT UP SAYING 
HE UNHURT HE WAS TOLD TO LIE BACK DOWN BY PUBLIC SECURITY MEN WHO 
APPEARED PROMPTLY. 

2. IN SEPARATE BUT POSSIBLY RELATED EVELOPMENT, VICE 

FONMIN CHIAO KUAN-HUA WAS ASKED WHY THE ACCOMPLICE OF LI HUNG-SHU, 
ALLEGED CHINESE CONTACT OF FIVE EXPELLED SOVIETS, HAD NEVER BEEN 
NAMED. CHIAO REPORTEDLY REPLIED. "BECAUSE WE HAVE BIGGER 
FISH TO CATCH." 

3. COMMENT: IF TOLSTIKOV STORY ABOUT PROVOCATION IS CORRECT 
(IT IS WIDESPREAD AND GENERALLY BELIEVED IN DIPLOMATIC 
COMMUNITY), PRC APPEARS TO BE CONTINUING PRESSURE ON 
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COMMENT COULD REFER TO BIGGER CHINESE FISH AS WELL AS TO 
RUSSIAN, LEAVING OPEN POSSIBILITY THAT SOMEONE IN POSITION OF 
RESPONSIBILITY MAY BE ACCUSED OF LINKS WITH RUSSIANS. 

JENKINS 
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